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North to Alaska 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mission Friends: 
In March I took a trip to 
Anchorage, Alaska to visit our 
Dominican friars at Holy 
Family Cathedral, where we 
have served since 1974. We are 
well known in and around 
Anchorage for our preaching as 
well as our commitment to the 
marginalized of the area 
through our various social 
ministries.  
 
A primary concern, however, of 
both the Archdiocese of 
Anchorage and the Diocese of 
Fairbanks has long been the 
incapacity to supply priests to the 
outlying and isolated native 
settlements scattered throughout 
the state and up and down the 
Bering Sea coastline. These 
villages remain underdeveloped 
and unconnected by roads due to 
their rugged, icy terrain and 
almost perpetually foul weather— 
even the sea is frozen during the 
winter months! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 1880s, Jesuit missionaries 
brought the faith to the northern 
Inuit (Esquimo) people, but 
now there are no more resident 
priests in many of the villages. 
The people go for long periods 
of time without Mass or the 
sacraments or the counseling 
of a priest in time of need, and 
they feel quite abandoned by 
the Church.  
  
Over the years, while visiting 
Holy Family in Anchorage to 
give retreats and mission 
appeals, I’ve traveled to some 
of the remote villages, offering 
talks and counseling and 
spending the night in a couple 
homes. While my time there 
was limited, I still vividly recall 
the unsettling amounts of 
depression and desperation, 
often  manifested in  alcoholism 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and domestic violence, 
especially during the long, dark 
winter months. The presence of 
a priest was greatly appreciated. 
 
Our friars at Holy Family 
Cathedral Parish (above) have 
begun the struggle to fulfill this 
great and troubling need. They 
have secured a promise from 
our Province to send priests to 
some of these communities to 
celebrate  Christmas and  Easter  
liturgies and other major 
solemnities, thereby easing the 
arduous load of the local 
deacons. And the Holy Family 
friars themselves have made a 
commitment to free up one or 
two priests once a month to 
journey to villages on a rotating 
basis to celebrate weekend 
Masses and the sacraments and 
to officiate at funerals. 
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Over the past year they have 
made over 65 mission trips to 20 
different isolated communities 
from Barrow in the north to Dutch 
Harbor in the south (see map). 
 
On my recent visit, Fr. Steven 
Maekawa, O.P., pastor, invited 
me to take the weekend 
ministry in Dutch Harbor/ 
Unalaska, which actually is 
home to the only Catholic 
parish in the 1,100 mile-long 
chain of the Aleutian Islands. I 
was happy and excited to go, 
not only because I am, as you 
know, a bit of the adventurer, 
but also because my father used 
to recount stories of his being 
sent to Dutch Harbor in 1914 to 
help set up a government radio 
station (see page 4). 
Unfortunately, however, after 
flying the 800 miles through 
snow and rain and wind from 
Anchorage out to Dutch 
Harbor/Unalaska, I was met 
with the news that all Masses 
and celebrations had been 
cancelled indefinitely due to the 
coronavirus.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I was very disappointed that I 
wouldn’t be able to meet with 
the parish community there, but 
I did do some exploring and 
was able to find the very place 
where my father lived and 
worked during his post there 
106 years ago. I was also able to 
visit some other sites and meet 
some interesting locals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Left, the staff at Holy Family Cathedral 
Parish in their house chapel: Fr. Pius 

Youn, OP; Fr. Dismas Sayre, OP;  
Fr. Steven Maekawa, OP (pastor);  

Fr. Andrew Opsahl, OP;  
Br. Andrew Thomas Kang, OP. 
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After returning to Mexicali and 
obtaining the permission of Fr. 
Christopher Fadok, O.P., our 
provincial, I have pledged the 
Mission Foundation’s support 
of the Dominican friars at Holy 
Family Cathedral Parish in their 
efforts to extend their ministry 
to as many of the isolated 
Catholic communities as 
possible.   
 
We humbly ask for your prayers 
and support for our new mission 
in Alaska.  
 
In Christ’s peace, 
Fr. Martin de Porres Walsh, O.P. 
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Top, the entrance from the sea to Dutch Harbor/Unalaska; left, the 
crew of a local fishing boat ready to set off in hope of a good catch 
of Alaska crab; above, some friendly locals joining me for a photo; 
below left, the interior of the Russian Orthodox Church (middle) in 
Dutch Harbor, built in 1825; below right, St. Christopher by the 
Sea, the only Catholic Church in the entire Aleutian Islands. 
below right, St. Christopher by the Sea, the only Catholic 
Church in the entire Aleutian Islands. 
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2020 Mission Appeals... 
 

...have of course been affected by the 
directives regarding the coronavirus 
pandemic. Dioceses have either 
suspended our parish assignments 
until further notice or postponed them 
to next year. Fr. Martin and those who 
assist him in preaching these appeals 
will greatly miss seeing old friends and 
meeting new ones this summer. We will 
be sure to update you as information 
becomes available, as mission appeals  
have always been a major source of 
funding of our missions. 
 
May God bless all of you and your 
loved ones with adaptability, patience, 
love, and good health during this 
extraordinary time.             
 

 

 

 

BBaattttllee  ooff  DDuuttcchh  HHaarrbboorr  
In 1914, the U.S. government dispatched 50 men, one of whom was my father Vincent, to Dutch Harbor off Amaknak 
Island, one of the Aleutian Islands in Alaska, to set up a radio station. Years later, a rudimentary naval base was installed, 
anchored by the radio station, and in May of 1942, naval intelligence codebreakers working from the station intercepted 
and decoded a message revealing an impending attack on Dutch Harbor. And indeed, on June 3 of that year, 20 enemy 
planes bombed the harbor, marking the first aerial attack in the continental U.S. by a foreign power during World War 
II. The radio station and oil storage tanks were targeted, but because our troops had been forewarned and had been on 
high alert, enemy pilots were shocked by anti-aircraft fire and the strikes weren't as destructive as they could have been.  
 

AA  FFaatthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  PPrraayyeerr  
HHeeaavveennllyy  FFaatthheerr,,  
TTooddaayy  wwee  aasskk  yyoouu  ttoo  bblleessss  oouurr  eeaarrtthhllyy  ffaatthheerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess    
tthheeyy  rreefflleecctteedd  tthhee  lloovvee,,  ssttrreennggtthh,,  ggeennttlleenneessss,,  aanndd  wwiissddoomm  tthhaatt  yyoouu  eexxeemmpplliiffyy..  
  
WWee  hhoonnoorr  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss  ffoorr  ppuuttttiinngg  oouurr  nneeeeddss  aabboovvee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ccoonnvveenniieennccee  aanndd  
ccoommffoorrtt;;  ffoorr  tteeaacchhiinngg  uuss  ttoo  sshhooww  ccoouurraaggee  aanndd  ppaattiieennccee  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  aaddvveerrssiittyy;;  
ffoorr  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  uuss  ttoo  mmoovvee  bbeeyyoonndd  sseellff--lliimmiittiinngg  bboouunnddaarriieess;;  ffoorr  mmooddeelliinngg  tthhee  
qquuaalliittiieess  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  ttuurrnn  uuss  iinnttoo  rreessppoonnssiibbllee,,  pprriinncciipplleedd,,  ccaarriinngg  aadduullttss..  
 
WWee  aasskk  yyoouurr  bblleessssiinngg  oonn  tthhoossee  mmeenn  wwhhoo  sseerrvveedd  aass  ffaatthheerr  ffiigguurreess  iinn  oouurr  lliivveess..  
MMaayy  tthhee  lloovvee  aanndd  sseellfflleessssnneessss  tthheeyy  sshhoowweedd  uuss  bbee  rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthheemm,,    
aanndd  hheellpp  tthheemm  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  iinnfflluueennccee  hhaass  cchhaannggeedd  uuss  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeetttteerr..  
  
GGiivvee  nneeww  aanndd  ffuuttuurree  ffaatthheerrss  tthhee  gguuiiddaannccee  tthheeyy  nneeeedd  ttoo  rraaiissee  hhaappppyy  aanndd  
hhoollyy  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ggrroouunnddeedd  iinn  aa  lloovvee  ffoorr  GGoodd  aanndd  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee;;  
aanndd  rreemmiinndd  tthheessee  ffaatthheerrss  tthhaatt  ttrreeaattiinngg  wwoommeenn  wwiitthh  ddiiggnniittyy,,  ccoommppaassssiioonn,,    
aanndd  rreessppeecctt  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  ggiiffttss  tthheeyy  ccaann  ggiivvee  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn..  
  
WWee  pprraayy  tthhaatt  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ppaasssseedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  nneexxtt  lliiffee  
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wweellccoommeedd  iinnttoo  yyoouurr  lloovviinngg  eemmbbrraaccee..  
  
IInn  uunniioonn  wwiitthh  SStt..  JJoosseepphh,,  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  eennttrruusstteedd  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  SSoonn,,  
wwee  aasskk  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroouuss  bblleessssiinnggss  ttooddaayy  aanndd  eevveerryy  ddaayy..  AAmmeenn..  
                                                                                                                                      ~~bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  pprraayyeerr  bbyy  TToonnyy  RRoossssii  
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